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Our School Vision

Our vision is to nurture a supportive, forward-thinking community where everyone is valued for who they are. We are dedicated to inclusive lifelong learning and personalised education that respects individual starting points whilst allowing all children to flourish. By fostering courage compassion and respect we aim to develop global citizens who are empowered to make a meaningful difference to God’s world.
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Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) Policy 

Rationale

In line with the Church of England Education Office, at Amport CE (Aided) Primary School, our faith-sensitive and inclusive approach to Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) is underpinned by the message; 

Everyone will be treated with dignity as all people are made in the image of God and loved equally by God. 


In line with guidance from the Church of England’s Education Office, as a church school we believe we have a duty to ‘educate and prepare pupils well for life in a pluralistic British society with tolerance for those of different faiths and beliefs. Our society is one in which Christians serve and contribute positively while holding their own beliefs, and, one where it is possible for an individual to identify in different ways, with respect to gender and sexuality, and to express that in relationships. To prepare children and young people well means talking about and addressing equality issues.’ 

Relationships Education is an integral part of our PSHE curriculum.  We believe that it is crucial in helping to prepare the children for their lives now, and in the future. Supporting them to form positive and healthy relationships and leading happy, healthy and safe lives. 

We believe that our PSHE curriculum will promote the skills and attitudes to support children’s understanding of themselves and others in a positive and safe environment. Children will be able to talk about their own feelings and choices whilst understanding respectfully the views and beliefs of others.  

Our approach to our PSHE curriculum including Relationships and Sex Education takes account of:

· DFE Guidance – ‘Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education 2019’. This guidance sets out legal duties with which schools must comply when teaching relationships education, RSE and health education.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education

· The Church of England Vision for Education – ‘Deeply Christian, Serving the Common Good’; Autumn 2016. Our church schools must be committed to being welcoming and inclusive communities where all feel included, can learn and flourish, living out Jesus’s promise of ‘life in all its fullness’ (John 10;10), regardless of their family arrangements, beliefs or sexual or gender orientation.

       https://www.churchofengland.org/more/education-and-schools/vision-education

· The Equality Act 2010. The Act protects people from discrimination and harassment. It places a duty on educational facilities to be proactive in considering the need to address inequalities.

        http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents


· Flourishing for All -Following the consultation on a draft publication in July 2024, Flourishing for All has been updated and this final version of the document is now our recommended guidance. We recognise that the government’s guidance pertaining to Gender Questioning Children (2023), and the updated Relationships, Health and Sex Education (RHSE) guidance (2024) remain in draft form. Once these are finalised, this document will be reviewed to reflect any changes required

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/education-and-schools/education-publications/anti-bullying-guidance-church-england-schools

· Pastoral Principles for Living Well Together; Church of England; April 2019. These principles help shape the way we all relate to one another. The document can be found here:

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-02/PAG-PP-website.pdf

· The Church of England’s Education Office publication, ‘RSHE Principles and Charter’ – This document explores the pastoral principles in more depth and how they relate to delivery of RSE in schools.

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-11///RSHE%20Principles%20and%20Charter_0.pdf

· Advice Document for Schools and Community Groups; Southampton SACRE; Revised January 2020 :

http://www.youngsouthampton.org/working-with-children/schools-guidance/sacre/local-advice-guidance.aspx

We aim to:
· Teach the fundamental building blocks and characteristics of positive relationships, with particular reference to friendships, family relationships and relationships with other children and with adults
· Talk explicitly about the features of relationships that are likely to lead to happiness and security and help children to recognise any less positive relationships when they encounter them.
· Encourage the development of resilience, self belief, self respect and self worth
· Develop personal attributes like kindness, courage, integrity, honesty, consideration and respect
· Develop a culture of trust and understanding within the school
· Teach children how to keep themselves and others safe (online and off)
· Teach the characteristics of good physical health and mental wellbeing
· Make mental wellbeing central to learning by encouraging the development of language to talk about their bodies, health and emotions 
· Teach children how to make sense of the world around them, to develop the skills to express their own views and empower them to make their own informed decisions.
· Understand the visibility of different families and the diversity of society. 
· Be appropriate to the age, physical and emotional maturity of the children, building knowledge to enable children to make informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships and make sound decisions in real-life situations. 
· Be supported by the wider National Curriculum and Science curriculum when teaching about relationships and health. 
· Promote the spiritual, moral, social, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils, at school and in society, including Christian and British Values
· Teach children how to live well together, including behaving well towards others, disagreeing well, forgiving and repairing broken relationships;

Organisation and Implementation of Relationships Education
· We will base our PSHE curriculum, which includes Relationships Education around three core themes; Health and wellbeing, Relationships and Living in a wider world. These core themes will be taught each year and will build in, developmental progression by revisiting themes year on year building on and extending prior learning.
· Each core theme will cover all of the statutory requirements for their phase within a comprehensive PSHE education programme. 
· For KS1 and KS2 each core theme will be split into the following topics; 
Relationships 
· Families and friendships
· Safe relationships
· Respecting ourselves and others
Living in the wider world 
· Belonging to a community
· Media literacy and digital resilience
· Money and work
Health and wellbeing
· Physical health and mental wellbeing, 
· Growing and changing
· Keeping safe
· The content of each topic will be age and developmental  appropriate
· In Year R delivery will be through the PSED area of learning, encompassing work on sense of self and relationships
· In KS1 and KS2, part of the RSE programme will be delivered through the National Curriculum Programme of Study for science, which covers life processes, including life cycles and reproduction in mammals.  
· Years 5 and 6 will also look at puberty, how babies are made and how babies are born.
· All topics will be taught sensitively and with respect for the background and beliefs of all pupils and their families 
· We will ensure that the learning environment is safe and questions will be answered honestly and sensitively
· Visitors/external agencies can support the delivery of Relationship Education, but will be required to follow the curriculum, policy and school protocol.

Assessment 
PSHE education covers issues and areas of life which children and young people will be affected by in different ways and at different times. As such we cannot make any assumptions based on pupils’ age or year group about their existing knowledge, understanding, attributes, skills, strategies, beliefs and attitudes. So to assess learning and progress effectively, we will carry out a baseline assessment before teaching anything new. At the end of the lesson or series of lessons, pupils will have opportunities to demonstrate the progress they have made from their starting point.

Online relationships
The principles of positive relationships also apply online.  The Computing curriculum and PSHE curriculum are both carefully integrated to ensure issues of e-safety are raised and addressed, supporting children to develop a true understanding of how to manage the risks they face online. We address online safety and appropriate behaviour in a way that is age-appropriate and relevant to pupils’ lives. The curriculum includes content on how information and data is shared and used in all contexts, including online; for example, sharing pictures, sharing personal information and questioning the reliability of information on websites.

Keeping safe
In line with our child protection and safeguarding policies, children are actively taught to recognise and to report abuse, including emotional, physical and sexual abuse.  Our PSHE curriculum provides opportunities for children to learn about boundaries and privacy, ensuring they understand that they have rights over their own bodies. This includes understanding boundaries in friendships with peers and also in families and with others, in all contexts, including online. We teach children that they can always talk to a trusted adult and that if they are worried about anything it is important that they do talk to someone, so that we can help and support them.

Working with parents and carers
We aim to work in partnership with parents and carers in all aspects of school life, including RSE. Relationships Education and the wider PSHE is strongest when there is communication and collaboration between school and home and the school is committed to working with families and children. Parents will be informed when Sex Education is taking place and they have the right to view any materials that will be used.

Section 241 of the Education Act 1993 grants parents and carers the right to withdraw their child from certain sessions in school, which are as follows:

	Subject
	Right to Withdraw

	Relationships Education
	No

	Sex Education
	Yes

	RE
	Yes

	Science
	No

	Collective Worship
	Yes



If a parent or carer wishes to withdraw their child from any session in school, an appointment must be made to discuss the matter with the Headteacher.  Following this discussion, if the parent or carer still wishes to withdraw his/her child, a withdrawal statement must be signed. 

Any child withdrawn from all or part of a session will be provided with an alternative activity whilst the session(s) take place.  It is the class teacher’s responsibility to make these alternative arrangements and to ensure that the child does not feel discriminated against.

Evaluation and monitoring
The Governing Body are responsible for developing, reviewing and ratifying this policy annually.
The Governing Body will work in conjunction with the Headteacher to review, reflect and evaluate the teaching and learning of RSE through monitoring activities such as learning walks, observations, conversations and children’s work.
The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring the sex and relationships education programme is delivered according to this policy.
The PSHE manager is responsible for monitoring provision and outcomes of PSHE in line with the long term curriculum map.
The class teachers are responsible for teaching the content identified on the medium term plans in line with this policy. 


I have come in order that you might have life—life in all its fullness. (John 10:10, GNB) 
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